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And so we did. What a privilege to be a guide, showing the way to Jesus!

think would happen if you sincerely prayed this today?” He replied, “Well, let’s find out.”

interested; so I did. When I explained the prayer in the booklet, I asked, “What do you

outline that explains how we can have a personal relationship with Christ. He was

him a little of my story and exploring more of his, I asked if I could show him a simple

A fellow on a beach once asked me “how I got into all this Christianity stuff?” After telling

for lunch, coffee, or some other preferred beverage and have a great conversation!

really helped me understand this. Would you be up for that?” Then you can get together

all the pressure off the moment. “Sometime I would love to show you something that has

in a setting where it’s appropriate to talk right then, add the key word “sometime.” It takes

understand this?” (Of course, you will modify that according to the situation.) If you are not

own experience, simply ask, “Can I show you something that has really helped me

you’ve explored and discovered some spiritual openness and have shared a bit of your

But how do you get started talking about the gospel? Easy— you ask permission. Once

receive him as Savior and Lord through faith.

need, includes a clear ex- planation of why Jesus died for us, and provides an invitation to

everything you need to help many come to Christ. It guides the conversation, exposes our

one in the booklet Would You Like to Know God Personally? can be very helpful. It has

God is eternal life”; 3. “in Christ Jesus our Lord.” I’ve also found a simple outline, like the

communicate the gospel’s essence: 1. “For the wages of sin is death”; 2. “but the gift of

essential. I’ve often used the three phrases of Romans 6:23 to conversationally

who believes...” (Romans 1:16). Being able to communicate it clearly and simply is

The most powerful tool is the gospel. It is “the power of God for the salvation of everyone
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Christ.

intentional investment of my life into another to guide him or her toward maturity in

chose to reach the nations. What I mean by the word discipleship is this: the

means of Him bringing it about. In fact, discipleship is the primary method Jesus

God wants us to have this sort of eternal impact, and discipleship is a primary

day. What joy to be a part of such a legacy! What cause for worship!

multigenerational chain of discipleship that could very well stretch to the present

discovered was a sort of spiritual great-great grandson of mine, a link in a

years after my graduation, when I was visiting Penn State, I met a student who I

Discipleship even allows us to be used by God to affect those we’ll never meet. Two

eternal significance of playing a part in the salvation and transformation of others.

No amount of significance or status the world offers can stand up to the rich,

life into, men who are now serving Christ around the world.

pictures of men and their families—men I’ve spent time discipling and investing my

framed map hanging on my basement wall that I’ve covered with several dozen

I have been privileged to do the same for other men throughout my life. I have a

minister to others. God used them as significant instruments in my transformation.

modeled Christ-like living, showed me how to read the Word, and taught me how to

what Jesus modeled. They made themselves available, intentionally pursued me,

me closer to God. I grew spiritually and developed ministry skills because they did

spiritual baby upon my arrival at Penn State, under their wings and literally carried

end of the last chapter I mentioned Larry and David. These two men took me, a

In college I became infected with the life-changing power of discipleship. At the
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the entire process.

beginning and end. He is also the one who sustains and empowers

means that God is absolutely supreme in missions. He is the

say, “I rejoice in the Lord.” Missions begins and ends in worship. This

don’t cherish. We can’t call out, “Let the nations be glad!” until we

glory. It is the fuel of missions because we can’t commend what we

we aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s

goal of missions. Worship is the goal of missions because in missions

and sing for joy!” (Psalm 67:4) … Therefore, worship is the fuel and

many coastlands be glad!” (Psalm 97:1). “Let the nations be glad

greatness of God. “The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the

The goal of missions, therefore, is the gladness of the peoples in the

satisfied are not at odds.

world is that God’s ultimate aim to be glorified and man’s aim to be

exaltation and our jubilation are one. The greatest news in all the

most in the God-centered passions of his joyful people, God’s self-

glorify God and enjoy his glory forever. Since his glory is magnified

him. Delight is a higher tribute than duty. The chief end of man is to

because God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in

and people and nation. His goal is the gladness of his people,

glory for the enjoyment of the redeemed from every tribe and tongue

The ultimate goal of God in all of history is to uphold and display his

Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad, 231:
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