


In
trod

u
ction

 
 Th

e C
h

ristm
as season

 is a tim
e of an

ticip
ation

 an
d

 h
op

e. Trad
ition

s, 
p

resen
ts, an

d
 loved

 on
es all b

rin
g

 h
op

e in
to ou

r lives. In
 th

e m
id

st of d
ark 

w
in

ter d
ays, th

e joy of C
h

ristm
as d

raw
s ou

r h
eart to joy-filled

 h
op

e. B
u

t, 
C

h
ristm

as is also a tim
e of an

ticip
ation

. W
e w

ait th
rou

g
h

 d
ark w

in
ter d

ays 
an

d
 th

e d
ifficu

lt em
otion

s of a h
olid

ay season
, tru

stin
g

 th
at G

od
 w

ill w
alk 

w
ith

 u
s th

rou
g

h
 th

e d
arkn

ess an
d

 th
e d

ifficu
lty. 

 W
aitin

g
 is n

ot a n
ew

 con
cep

t to G
od

’s p
eop

le. Israel (G
od

’s p
eop

le) 
th

rou
g

h
ou

t th
e B

ib
le h

ad
 g

on
e th

rou
g

h
 h

u
n

d
red

s of years of h
earin

g
 G

od
 

sp
eak an

d
 w

atch
in

g
 h

im
 m

ove th
en

 w
aitin

g
 for h

im
 to sp

eak an
d

 to m
ove 

ag
ain

. Slow
ly over tim

e Israel lost faith
 in

 w
aitin

g
 for G

od
. Th

ey tu
rn

ed
 aw

ay 
from

 h
im

 an
d

 b
eg

an
 to fin

d
 h

op
e in

 everyth
in

g
 else b

u
t h

im
. B

u
t G

od
 d

id
 

n
ot leave h

is p
eop

le in
 d

arkn
ess.  

 H
op

e is also n
ot a n

ew
 con

cep
t to G

od
’s p

eop
le. G

od
 sp

ecifically ch
ose 

M
alach

i, a p
rop

h
et, G

od
’s m

essen
g

er, to sp
eak to Israel on

 G
od

's b
eh

alf. G
od

 
sp

oke in
 a d

ark tim
e in

 ord
er to rem

in
d

 h
is b

eloved
 p

eop
le w

h
o h

e is: G
od

 is 
lovin

g
, p

erfectly ju
st an

d
 u

n
en

d
in

g
ly faith

fu
l. H

e is Israel’s on
e tru

e salvation
. 

G
od

 is Israel’s tru
e h

op
e in

 d
arkn

ess. W
e are rem

in
d

ed
 of th

at sam
e h

op
e as 

w
e celeb

rate A
d

ven
t. W

e are rem
in

d
ed

 th
at G

od
 d

oes n
ot leave h

is p
eop

le 
in

 d
arkn

ess.  W
e h

ave an
 u

n
en

d
in

g
 h

op
e th

at is a su
re an

d
 stead

fast an
ch

or 
of th

e sou
l in

 Jesu
s (H

eb
 6:19). 
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H
op

e’s Fou
n

d
ation

: G
od

’s Love 
Th

e B
ib

le m
en

tion
s th

e love of G
od

 n
early 260

 tim
es. C

learly th
e love of G

od
 

m
u

st b
e an

 im
p

ortan
t attrib

u
te of w

h
o G

od
 is. It sh

ou
ld

n
’t com

e as a 
su

rp
rise to u

s th
at th

e first th
in

g
 in

 th
e b

ook of M
alach

i th
at G

od
 w

an
ts to 

rem
in

d
 h

is p
eop

le of is h
is love for th

em
 (M

al 1:2). G
od

 is tryin
g

 to m
ake a 

p
oin

t th
at h

e lon
g

s for h
is p

eop
le to h

ear h
is voice, ob

ey h
is com

m
an

d
s, an

d
 

m
ost of all b

e rem
in

d
ed

 of H
is u

n
en

d
in

g
, p

ow
erfu

l love for th
em

.  
 G

od
 first d

eclared
 h

is love for Israel th
rou

g
h

 M
oses cen

tu
ries b

efore M
alach

i. 
In

 D
eu

teron
om

y 7:7-8 G
od

 says, “It w
as n

ot b
ecau

se you
 w

ere m
ore in

 
n

u
m

b
er th

an
 an

y oth
er p

eop
le th

at th
e LO

R
D

 set h
is love on

 you
 an

d
 ch

ose 
you

, for you
 w

ere th
e few

est of all p
eop

les, b
u

t it is b
ecau

se th
e LO

R
D

 loves 
you

 an
d

 is keep
in

g
 th

e oath
 th

at h
e sw

ore to you
r fath

ers”. G
od

 d
id

 n
ot 

ch
oose Israel for w

h
at th

ey cou
ld

 d
o for h

im
.  

 G
od

 lovin
g

ly com
m

its h
im

self to an
 im

p
erfect p

eop
le. Th

at p
eop

le w
ou

ld
 

n
eg

lect to love h
im

 b
y con

tin
u

ou
sly tu

rn
in

g
 aw

ay from
 h

im
, d

isob
eyin

g
 h

is 
law

s, an
d

 d
isg

racin
g

 h
is p

resen
ce b

y offerin
g

 secon
d

 b
est sacrifices. G

od
 

solely ch
ose Israel b

ecau
se of w

h
o h

e is, n
ot b

ecau
se of w

h
o th

ey w
ere. 

W
h

en
 Israel loved

 everyth
in

g
 else b

u
t G

od
, G

od
 still ch

ose to love H
is p

eop
le. 

Israel w
as a p

eop
le ch

osen
 b

y G
od

 for n
o oth

er reason
 th

an
 th

e fact th
at h

e 
loved

 th
em

 an
d

 h
e ch

ose th
em

 
 O

u
r h

op
e d

oes n
ot lie in

 ou
r ow

n
 ab

ility to p
resen

t ou
rselves p

erfectly in
 

fron
t of a h

oly G
od

. O
u

r h
op

e is in
 G

od
’s love for u

s. G
od

 h
as d

raw
n

 n
ear to 

u
s w

ith
 an

 everlastin
g

 love (Jer 31:3). In
 resp

on
se to G

od
’s everlastin

g
 love for 

u
s, G

od
 in

vites u
s tod

ay to fin
d

 joy in
 lovin

g
 h

im
 rig

h
tly b

y com
in

g
 to h

im
 

an
d

 offerin
g

 h
im

 ou
r very b

est sacrifice: ou
rselves. W

e can
 offer G

od
 ou

r very 
b

est tod
ay b

y en
tru

stin
g

 h
im

 to b
e Lord

 over th
e en

tirety of ou
r lives forever. 
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H
op

e’s Tru
st: G

od
’s Faith

fu
ln

ess an
d

 Ju
stice 

G
od

 is p
erfectly faith

fu
l an

d
 p

erfectly ju
st, an

d
 G

od
 is u

n
ch

an
g

in
g

 in
 H

is 
ch

aracter. G
od

 is on
e G

od
 (M

al 3:10
 &

 15). C
en

tu
ries b

efore th
e tim

e of 
M

alach
i G

od
 said

 to h
is p

eop
le, “H

ear, O
 Israel: Th

e Lord
 ou

r G
od

 th
e Lord

 is 
on

e,” (D
eu

t 6:4
). Th

is u
n

ch
an

g
in

g
 G

od
 for all of h

istory h
as estab

lish
ed

 an
d

 
kep

t coven
an

ts w
ith

 H
is p

eop
le (G

en
 12, E

x 19, 2 Sam
 7). 

 A
 coven

an
t is a b

in
d

in
g

 ag
reem

en
t b

etw
een

 tw
o p

arties th
at in

volves a 
relation

sh
ip

 an
d

 an
 oath

 of faith
fu

ln
ess to on

e an
oth

er. Th
e p

erfect p
ictu

re 
of a coven

an
t is th

e p
ictu

re of m
arriag

e. D
u

rin
g

 a w
ed

d
in

g
 cerem

on
y tw

o 
p

eop
le m

ake a p
rom

ise to b
e faith

fu
l an

d
 to love on

e an
oth

er. M
arriag

e 
req

u
ires b

oth
 p

arties to keep
 th

at p
rom

ise for th
e rest of th

eir lives, 
reg

ard
less of h

ow
 h

ard
 it m

ig
h

t b
e at tim

es to love an
d

 b
e faith

fu
l to th

e 
oth

er p
erson

. 
 Th

rou
g

h
ou

t th
e B

ib
le coven

an
ts are m

arks of G
od

's faith
fu

ln
ess. Yet, G

od
's 

p
eop

le h
ad

 b
een

 m
arked

 b
y faith

lessn
ess in

 th
eir relation

sh
ip

 w
ith

 G
od

. Th
e 

b
est p

ictu
re of th

is faith
lessn

ess is th
e w

ay th
at th

e p
eop

le of G
od

 w
ere 

ap
p

roach
in

g
 th

e coven
an

t of m
arriag

e. In
 b

oth
 th

e m
arriag

e coven
an

t an
d

 
in

 th
eir coven

an
t w

ith
 G

od
, Israel w

as g
u

ilty of n
ot fearin

g
 G

od
 w

h
ich

 m
ean

s 
th

at th
ey d

id
 n

ot b
elieve th

at H
e w

as all p
ow

erfu
l, p

erfectly ju
st an

d
 

u
n

en
d

in
g

ly faith
fu

l.  
 In

 th
e face of th

eir faith
lessn

ess, G
od

 rem
in

d
ed

 Israel of on
e sim

p
le, yet 

p
rofou

n
d

 tru
th

 ab
ou

t H
is ch

aracter: H
e is u

n
ch

an
g

in
g

 (M
al 3:6). G

od
 d

oes 
n

ot leave H
is p

eop
le in

 th
eir sin

. Th
ou

g
h

 Israel w
as faith

less, G
od

 rem
ain

ed
 

faith
fu

l. G
od

 in
vited

 H
is p

eop
le to retu

rn
 to H

im
 on

 th
e con

d
ition

 th
at th

ey 
w

ou
ld

 tu
rn

 from
 sin

, an
d

 in
stead

 tu
rn

 to H
im

, fear H
im

 an
d

 love H
im

 for a 
lifetim

e (M
al 3:7). G

od
 still lon

g
s to in

vite H
is p

eop
le tod

ay to retu
rn

 to H
im

 
an

d
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e rem
in

d
ed

 of H
is u

n
ch

an
g

in
g

 ch
aracter. W

e serve a G
od

 w
h

o is 
p

erfectly ju
st an

d
 faith

fu
l, an

d
 w

h
ose ch

aracter h
as n

ot an
d

 w
ill n

ever 
ch

an
g

e. 
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eir coven

an
t w

ith
 G

od
, Israel w

as g
u

ilty of n
ot fearin

g
 G

od
 w

h
ich

 m
ean

s 
th

at th
ey d

id
 n

ot b
elieve th

at H
e w

as all p
ow

erfu
l, p

erfectly ju
st an

d
 

u
n

en
d

in
g

ly faith
fu

l.  
 In

 th
e face of th

eir faith
lessn

ess, G
od

 rem
in

d
ed

 Israel of on
e sim

p
le, yet 

p
rofou

n
d

 tru
th

 ab
ou

t H
is ch

aracter: H
e is u

n
ch

an
g

in
g

 (M
al 3:6). G

od
 d

oes 
n

ot leave H
is p

eop
le in

 th
eir sin

. Th
ou

g
h

 Israel w
as faith

less, G
od

 rem
ain

ed
 

faith
fu

l. G
od

 in
vited

 H
is p

eop
le to retu

rn
 to H

im
 on

 th
e con

d
ition

 th
at th

ey 
w

ou
ld

 tu
rn

 from
 sin

, an
d

 in
stead

 tu
rn

 to H
im

, fear H
im

 an
d

 love H
im

 for a 
lifetim

e (M
al 3:7). G

od
 still lon

g
s to in

vite H
is p

eop
le tod

ay to retu
rn

 to H
im

 
an

d
 b

e rem
in

d
ed

 of H
is u

n
ch

an
g

in
g

 ch
aracter. W

e serve a G
od

 w
h

o is 
p

erfectly ju
st an

d
 faith

fu
l, an

d
 w

h
ose ch

aracter h
as n

ot an
d

 w
ill n

ever 
ch

an
g

e. 
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H
op

e’s E
xp

ectation
: G

od
’s Salvation

 
G

od
 is called

 th
e Lord

 of H
osts 24

 tim
es in

 th
e b

ook of M
alach

i. C
learly, th

is is 
an

 im
p

ortan
t n

am
e for G

od
. “Lord

 of H
osts” is on

e of th
e m

an
y n

am
es of G

od
 

th
at sp

ecifically m
ean

s th
at G

od
 reig

n
s an

d
 g

overn
s over everyth

in
g

 in
 

h
eaven

 an
d

 earth
. W

e serve a G
od

 w
h

o is m
ig

h
ty an

d
 com

m
an

d
s w

ith
 

cosm
ic p

ow
er over th

e en
tirety of th

e u
n

iverse. 
 Th

rou
g

h
 M

alach
i G

od
 rem

in
d

s H
is p

eop
le th

at H
e is th

e h
eaven

ly 
com

m
an

d
er in

 ch
ief, an

d
 H

e is all p
ow

erfu
l; th

erefore, H
e is m

ore th
an

 ab
le 

to overcom
e th

e p
ow

er of sin
. M

alach
i sp

eaks of a d
ay w

h
en

 all sin
 w

ill cease 
to b

e an
d

 w
h

en
 G

od
’s p

eop
le, H

is treasu
red

 p
ossession

 (M
al 3:17), th

ose w
h

o 
fear H

im
 an

d
 tru

st H
im

, w
ill b

e saved
 from

 H
is p

erfect w
rath

 ag
ain

st all sin
. 

G
od

 is m
akin

g
 it clear to H

is p
eop

le th
at H

e is Israel’s on
e, tru

e salvation
. 

 G
od

 p
rom

ised
 H

is p
eop

le th
at a d

ay is com
in

g
 soon

, “b
u

rn
in

g
 like an

 oven
” 

(M
al 4

:1) w
h

en
 all sin

 an
d

 evil w
ill b

e d
estroyed

 an
d

 b
u

rn
ed

 aw
ay like 

stu
b

b
le. O

n
e d

ay soon
 “th

e su
n

 of rig
h

teou
sn

ess sh
all rise w

ith
 h

ealin
g

 in
 its 

w
in

g
s” an

d
 w

ill overcom
e every d

ark an
d

 w
icked

 th
in

g
. G

od
 also p

rom
ised

 
th

at H
e w

ou
ld

 sp
eak to H

is p
eop

le ag
ain

 soon
 b

y sen
d

in
g

 an
oth

er p
rop

h
et 

like M
alach

i or E
lijah

. Th
is p

rop
h

et w
ou

ld
 d

eclare th
e “g

reat an
d

 aw
esom

e 
d

ay” w
h

en
 th

e Lord
 com

es (M
al 3:1 &

 4
:5).  

 Fou
r h

u
n

d
red

 years later G
od

 w
ou

ld
 sen

d
 Joh

n
 th

e B
ap

tist to b
e th

e secon
d

 
E

lijah
. Joh

n
 w

as sen
t b

y G
od

 to b
e a p

rop
h

et of th
e M

ost H
ig

h
 K

in
g

 (Lu
ke 

1:76). Joh
n

 w
ou

ld
 p

rep
are th

e w
ay for Israel’s on

e tru
e lig

h
t an

d
 tru

e 
salvation

: Jesu
s. D

u
rin

g
 a d

ark tim
e in

 Israel’s h
istory G

od
 p

rom
ised

 to sen
d

 
a b

rig
h

t su
n

 over th
e h

orizon
 in

 Jesu
s.  

 G
od

 p
rom

ised
 Israel th

at d
arkn

ess w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
ave th

e last w
ord

. G
od

 w
as 

faith
fu

l to keep
 H

is p
rom

ise to H
is p

eop
le th

en
, an

d
 G

od
 is faith

fu
l to keep

 
H

is p
rom

ise to H
is p

eop
le n

ow
. G

od
 sen

t h
is Son

, w
ith

 rig
h

teou
sn

ess an
d

 
h

ealin
g

 in
 H

is w
in

g
s, to save an

d
 recon

cile H
is b

eloved
 p

eop
le b

ack to 
h

im
self. Jesu

s is th
e su

n
 th

at w
ill sh

in
e on

 in
to etern

ity forever as an
 etern

al 
b

alm
 for h

u
m

an
ity’s b

roken
 sin

fu
l n

atu
re. Jesu

s, th
e tru

e lig
h

t an
d

 salvation
 

for all th
e w

orld
, h

as b
rou

g
h

t lig
h

t in
to a d

ark, d
ep

raved
 w

orld
. 
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ill b
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ay like 

stu
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d
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en
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e Lord
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n

d
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 years later G
od
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 sen

d
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n
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e B
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e secon
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E
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. Joh

n
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as sen
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y G
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e a p
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h

et of th
e M
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ig

h
 K
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ke 
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n

 w
ou

ld
 p
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istory G
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 to sen
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 Jesu
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arkn
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ave th

e last w
ord
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l to keep
 H
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is p

eop
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en
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 is faith
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H
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rom
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is p
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. G
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is Son
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 rig
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is w
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g
s, to save an

d
 recon
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is b

eloved
 p

eop
le b

ack to 
h

im
self. Jesu

s is th
e su

n
 th

at w
ill sh

in
e on

 in
to etern

ity forever as an
 etern

al 
b

alm
 for h

u
m

an
ity’s b

roken
 sin

fu
l n

atu
re. Jesu

s, th
e tru

e lig
h

t an
d

 salvation
 

for all th
e w

orld
, h

as b
rou

g
h

t lig
h

t in
to a d

ark, d
ep

raved
 w

orld
. 
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H
op

e H
as C

om
e 

Sin
ce th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 of tim
e h

op
e h

as alw
ays sh

on
e b

rig
h

tly th
rou

g
h

 
d

arkn
ess. In

 th
e very b

eg
in

n
in

g
, b

efore th
ere w

as an
yth

in
g

 else th
ere w

as 
G

od
 livin

g
 in

 p
erfect u

n
ity an

d
 relation

sh
ip

 w
ith

 h
im

self, as Fath
er, Son

 an
d

 
H

oly Sp
irit (G

en
 1:1). B

efore an
yth

in
g

 w
as, G

od
 w

as. Th
en

, G
od

 created
 th

e 
h

eaven
s an

d
 th

e earth
. Th

at creation
 w

as form
less an

d
 void

 b
u

t G
od

 sp
oke 

lig
h

t in
to th

e d
arkn

ess (G
en

 1:3) an
d

 G
od

 filled
 w

h
at w

as on
ce em

p
ty (G

en
 

1:11,28). 
 E

m
p

tin
ess an

d
 d

arkn
ess h

ave n
ot, an

d
 w

ill n
ever b

e a p
rob

lem
 for G

od
 

b
ecau

se w
h

en
 G

od
 sp

oke, lig
h

t sh
on

e th
rou

g
h

 d
arkn

ess an
d

 life itself w
as 

b
orn

. In
 th

e sam
e w

ay, all th
rou

g
h

ou
t th

e B
ib

le, G
od

 h
as m

et H
is p

eop
le 

w
h

en
 th

ey h
ave felt em

p
ty an

d
 tim

es h
ave felt d

ark. G
od

 sp
eaks to H

is 
p

eop
le in

 th
e d

arkn
ess an

d
 th

e em
p

tin
ess. Th

is h
ap

p
en

ed
 at C

h
ristm

as. 
 A

fter 4
0

0
 years of silen

ce from
 th

e last p
rop

h
et, M

alach
i, G

od
 sp

oke on
ce 

ag
ain

 to h
is p

eop
le. Yet ag

ain
 G

od
 sp

oke in
to a d

ark, em
p

ty w
orld

 in
 n

eed
 of 

lig
h

t an
d

 life. B
u

t th
is tim

e G
od

 sp
oke b

y sen
d

in
g

 th
e W

ord
, Jesu

s C
h

rist, th
e 

Son
 of G

od
, th

e tru
e lig

h
t (Joh

n
 1:4

) in
to th

e w
orld

 so th
at th

e g
lory an

d
 

g
race of G

od
 m

ig
h

t b
e u

n
iq

u
ely an

d
 p

erfectly revealed
.  

 In
 Joh

n
 8:12 Jesu

s says, “I am
 th

e lig
h

t of th
e w

orld
. W

h
oever follow

s m
e w

ill 
n

ot w
alk in

 d
arkn

ess, b
u

t w
ill h

ave th
e lig

h
t of life”. Jesu

s, arm
s filled

 w
ith

 
g

race an
d

 tru
th

, cam
e in

to a d
ark, em

p
ty w

orld
 offerin

g
 lig

h
t an

d
 life 

ab
u

n
d

an
tly to all w

h
o b

elieve in
 h

im
 (Joh

n
 10

:10
). Th

rou
g

h
 Jesu

s, an
d

 Jesu
s 

alon
e, w

e are ab
le to exp

erien
ce th

e fu
lln

ess of G
od

’s g
race for all w

h
o tru

st 
an

d
 b

elieve in
 h

im
 as th

eir Savior an
d

 Lord
 (Joh

n
 14

:6).  
 E

ach
 year w

e an
ticip

ate an
d

 celeb
rate Jesu

s's b
irth

 ag
ain

 an
d

 ag
ain

 b
ecau

se 
w

e are rem
in

d
in

g
 ou

rselves of th
e tru

th
: Jesu

s, th
e tru

e lig
h

t, h
as alread

y 
com

e in
to th

e w
orld

 an
d

 h
as overcom

e sin
 an

d
 d

arkn
ess etern

ally. A
n

d
, w

e 
look forw

ard
 to th

e d
ay w

h
en

 Jesu
s w

ill com
e ag

ain
 in

 victoriou
s life w

h
ose 

reig
n

 is fu
ll of g

ood
n

ess an
d

 g
race an

d
 w

ill sh
in

e on
 forever an

d
 ever an

d
 

h
ave n

o en
d

 (R
ev 22:5). P

raise G
od

, b
ecau

se th
e tru

e lig
h

t h
as com

e in
to th

e 
w

orld
 an

d
 d

arkn
ess h

as n
ot overcom

e it! 
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